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Introduction to the
East Coast Community Fund
DONG Energy has more than 20 years’ experience in the development,
construction and operation of offshore wind farms.
They are the global leader in offshore wind power and have developed some of the largest, most
technologically advanced offshore wind farms in the world. DONG Energy’s Hornsea Project
One and Race Bank Offshore Wind Farms will be located in the North Sea, off the Yorkshire,
Lincolnshire and North Norfolk coastline.

Race Bank Offshore Wind Farm has a
projected capacity of up to 580 MW,
generated by 91 turbines. It is expected to
become operational in 2018.
Hornsea Project One Offshore Wind Farm
is expected to become operational in the
second quarter of 2019. Once completed,
it will have a capacity of 1.2 GW, generated
by 174 turbines, and will become the world’s
largest offshore wind farm – the first
to exceed 1 GW in capacity.
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DONG Energy is committed to supporting
the local communities within which it works
and recognises the importance of
investing in the local area. As part of this
commitment, DONG Energy will provide a
Community Fund worth £465,000 each
year for a 20-year period.
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To facilitate this, DONG Energy has
appointed specialist grant makers,
GrantScape, as an independent
administrator for the Fund.

through a three-stage public consultation
programme.

Before establishing the Community Fund,
GrantScape gave local communities the
opportunity to have their say on who and what
types of projects should benefit. This was done

As part of this process, hundreds of people
from communities along the Yorkshire,
Lincolnshire and North Norfolk coastline
responded to an online survey and attended

a series of public exhibitions. Their views and
opinions have helped develop the Fund
structure. This report shows the key trends
from the responses received through the
online survey.

The consultation
There were three stages to the consultation process:

Online survey

Meetings with key
stakeholders

Public exhibitions

The purpose of the consultation on the Fund was to:
• Ensure local people and local groups have had the opportunity to participate in how the Fund should be established.
• Clarify the areas or ‘funding zones’ where the Fund should be spent.
• Identify the types of projects the Fund should support.
• Identify the size of grants the Fund should support.

Online survey findings
and key trends
People consulted
Over 1000 people were consulted across the target consultation area, which covered Yorkshire, Lincolnshire and North Norfolk coastal areas.
In total, 367 people shared their views by completing the online survey. Nearly 25% of the total responses came from Grimsby, making
this the largest response area.
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Figure 2 - Who do you represent?
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A wide variety of organisations took part in the consultation and are represented within the survey responses, as shown in Figure 2.
At 28.1%, ‘Individuals’ were the most common respondent group, followed by ‘Community and voluntary groups’ (21%).

“It would be good to see
projects that benefit the
health and well-being of
the local community.”

“This would be a fantastic source of funding, and could make a real
difference. Marketing of the funding will be really important, and
support for communities wishing to apply needs to be there.”
Sample response 2

Sample response 1

Figure 3 - What age group do you belong to?
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Respondents also covered a broad age range, with
people from 18 to 75 taking part in the survey.
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Given the wide variety in respondent location,
representation and age, a good spread of views has
been gathered through this survey.

What types of project should the Fund support?
Respondents were asked to rate each type
of project that could be funded on a scale
of 1 to 5, where 1 indicates ‘least important’
and 5 indicates ‘most important’ type of
project.
Figure 4 indicates the percentage of
respondents that assigned each type of

project a score of 4 or 5, therefore reflecting
the level of importance attributed to each
type of project.

community building provision projects,
social and community enterprise initiatives,
and career development, education and
training projects. Cultural and arts projects
were considered the least important, but
were still favoured by nearly 30% of
respondents.

Job creation and apprenticeship projects
were considered the most important overall,
with 59.5% of respondents scoring them a
4 or 5. These were closely followed by

Figure 4 - What types of projects should the Fund support?
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Figure 4 shows that all projects included within the survey received some local support.
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Who should be eligible to apply?
Participants were asked which types of groups should be eligible to apply to the Community Fund. The survey results are presented in Figure
5, which indicates a clear preference to support local voluntary and community groups, with 9 in every 10 people surveyed selecting this
option. This is followed by 81.2% in favour of supporting local charities.
Funding for social enterprises / community interest companies etc. was also well received (57.2%), as was supporting projects being
delivered by Town, Parish and / or Community Councils (52%). This was followed by a response rate of 45.7% in favour of funding
schools or education facilities.
National charities and statutory organisations (e.g. Local Authorities) received the lowest levels of support.

Figure 5 - What types of group should be eligible to apply?
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Should the Community Fund support capital and / or revenue
projects?
The survey results show a very clear preference for funding to be made available for both capital and revenue-based projects, with almost
78% of respondents selecting this option.

Figure 6 - Do you think the Community Fund should support
capital and / or revenue-based projects?
“The Community Fund
should be able to help as
many community groups
as possible and should
include core funding.”
Sample response 3
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“Community-funded
projects should have
longevity and be
sustainable.”

“The application process should be easy for the applicant to administrate.
This is especially important for small organisations / charities /
community groups who rarely have the services of
professional fundraisers.”

Sample response 4

Sample response 5

What size of grants should be available?
Almost 90% of respondents indicated
that the Community Fund should award
medium-sized grants in the range of
£5,000 and £50,000. Almost 73%
of people surveyed supported a

fund that awarded small grants between
£500 and £5,000. Support for large projects
between £50,000 and £100,000 was lower
at 48.3%. Only 33.2% supported the Fund
awarding grants over £100,000 for

flagship scale projects. The survey indicates
that there is support for a mix of grant
sizes, with medium and smaller-sized
grants (of £50,000 or less) being
considered a priority.

Figure 7 - What size of grants should be available?
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“I think it is important the fund caters to projects both large and small. Some groups will already be part way down the
track to achieving their end goal, whilst others may just be taking the first step.”
Sample response 6

Should match funding be required?
Participants were asked if groups applying to the Fund should be required to secure other sources of match funding for their projects. Over
half of the respondents (nearly 63%) believe that match funding should be required in some cases.

Figure 8 - Should applicants be required to secure
other sources of funding (match funding)?
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“Match funding can be hard for small charities to obtain; many
small charities do not have dedicated grant writing departments
but often have connections and local knowledge that still make
them a valuable investment. If match funding is required at all,
donations in kind (i.e. volunteer work hours) should be
considered as part of the contribution.”
Sample response 7

“Small grants should be
100% funded, other grants
should require somewhere
between 20% and 50%
match funding.”
Sample response 8

Skills Fund
There is a growing concern that the UK will have a shortage of skilled
people needed to meet future employment needs, particularly in
science, technology, engineering and maths (STEM) subjects.
With this in mind, it has been suggested that a proportion of
the main Community Fund may be set aside for a
“Skills Fund” each year.
The Skills Fund itself may be divided up into various strands, but its overall aim would be to
provide educational and learning opportunities for people within the Fund’s benefit area to
help improve their skills and employment prospects.
While our consultation questions focussed on the STEM agenda, a Skills Fund would also
have the flexibility to contribute to other valuable educational initiatives that may arise.

How much should be allocated towards the STEM Skills Fund?
Nearly 34% of respondents thought that the STEM Skills Fund should be between £50,000 and £100,000, making it the most popular
response option. 28.2% of respondents suggested up to £50,000, followed by 19.2% that supported allocating between £100,000
and £200,000. 13.8% of respondents thought that no funding should be set aside for STEM projects, and less than 5% thought
that over £200,000 should be allocated towards the STEM Skills Fund.

Figure 9 - How much of the approximate £460k total Fund should be allocated
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What types of projects should the STEM Skills Fund support?
Apprenticeships was the preferred option in this category, with 74.6% of respondents selecting this answer. 64.4% selected education /
training courses, followed by 59.3% opting for STEM outreach work in schools and colleges. Student hardship and career advice / support
were not as popular, with 45.4% and 43.7% respectively.

Figure 10 - What types of projects should the STEM Skills Fund support?
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Organisations applying for the STEM Skills Fund
Approximately a quarter of respondents
suggested that they would be interested
in applying for a grant from the STEM Skills
Fund. Interestingly, this figure is consistent
with Figure 9, where the most popular
response indicated support for up to
£100,000 to be allocated to the STEM
Skills Fund (slightly under a quarter of
the total Fund).

Figure 11 - Do you see your organisation applying for a
STEM Skills Fund grant?
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Figure 11 is indicative of the ratio of total
applications we would expect to receive for
the STEM Skills Fund.

What happens next?
Following the successful completion of the online survey, GrantScape undertook further consultation with key stakeholders, including Local
Authorities and community and voluntary infrastructure organisations. This further engagement provided valuable insight into the current
needs of the localities within the proposed area of benefit.
Furthermore, eight public events took place in Hornsea, Grimsby, Mablethorpe, Skegness, Boston and King’s Lynn. These allowed
stakeholders to find out more about the Fund and provide their individual views on who, what and where should benefit.
The Fund opened for applications in December 2016, with a first round closing date in March 2017. It is anticipated that the first successful
applications will begin receiving funding by the middle of 2017.

Contact us
To find out more about DONG Energy's Hornsea Project One and Race Bank Offshore Wind Farms:
• Call the freephone Project information line on 0800 111 4478
(9am to 5pm, Mon-Fri, with an answer phone facility to take calls outside
of these hours)
• Email the enquiries addresses:
HornseaProjectOne@dongenergy.co.uk
racebank@dongenergy.co.uk
• Visit the websites:
www.hornseaprojectone.co.uk
www.dongenergy.co.uk (search "Race Bank")

To find out more about the East Coast Community Benefit Fund:
• Call GrantScape on 01908 247634
• Email: eccf@grantscape.org.uk
• Visit the website: www.grantscape.org.uk
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