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Introduction
DONG Energy’s Burbo Bank Extension offshore wind farm will be located west of the
existing Burbo Bank operational wind farm in Liverpool Bay. The principal objective of the
Project is the generation of energy from a renewable source.

DONG Energy recognises the strength
in supporting local communities in the
proximity of offshore wind farm schemes
and has committed to a Community
Benefit Fund (“the CBF”) worth up to
£250,000 each year for the lifetime of
the Project. The value of the CBF will be
subject to the final scale of the Project,
which will be determined in Spring 2015.

People consulted
Over 1000 people were consulted across
the target consultation area, this being
Denbighshire and the surrounding coastal
locations in North Wales, the Mersey
coastline and West Lancashire. In total 362
people shared their views by completing
the online survey.
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Online survey findings
and key trends
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Graph 1 - Who do you represent?
Individual (aged 18 or over) - 31.40%

Community / voluntary group - 24.13%

Local charity - 15.99%
As expected, over half (52.91%) of
respondents were located within the
LL (Llandudno) postcode area which
encompasses Denbighshire and Conwy.
The second most represented location
was the CH (Chester) postcode area
which covers Flintshire and Wirral.

As a CBF is exactly that: a fund for the
benefit of the community, the logical first
step in establishing a CBF is to give local
communities the opportunity to have their
say in how the CBF is set-up.

The majority of responses were received
from individuals (31.4%) and from
community and voluntary groups (24.13%).
Graph 1 shows that a wide spectrum of
organisations are represented within the
survey results.

Hundreds of local people in communities
around the Project have taken part in an
online survey. The views and opinions
from this consultation will be used to help
shape and define the CBF. This report
shows the key trends from the survey.

Respondents also covered a broad age
range with people aged from 18 to over 75
years old taking part in the survey.

National charity - 6.40%

Local Authority - 3.49%

School / educational facility - 1.45%

Town / Parish / Community Council - 5.52%

Elected Councillor - 8.14%

Local enterprise group or business - 3.49%
For illustrative purposes only.

Purpose of the online consultation

In summary, a good spread of views has
been gathered through the online survey.

Graph 2 - What age group do you belong to?
18-24

The purpose of the consultation on the CBF set-up is to:

25-34

• Ensure local people and local groups have the opportunity to participate in how
the CBF should be established.

35-44
45-54

• Clarify the areas or ‘funding zones’ where the CBF should be spent.

55-64

• Identify the types of projects the CBF should support.

65-74

• Identify the size of grants the CBF should support.

75 older
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What types of project should the CBF support?
Over 48% of respondents favoured
supporting social / community enterprises
and environmental / wildlife projects in the
area. This was followed closely by a response
rate of 45% in favour of funding community
buildings and 41% in favour of supporting
grants for parks and open spaces. Projects
to target job creation / apprenticeships also
received strong backing (40%) as did local
heritage schemes (34%) and renewable and
energy efficiency initiatives (31%).
What is clear to see from Graph 3 is that all
projects received some local support which
is not surprising if you consider that all
organisations / individuals who took part
in the online survey will each have different
opinions.

Graph 3 - What types of projects should the
CBF support?
Community building provision and
improvements - 45.22%
Renewable and energy efficiency initiatives - 31.30%
Job creation / apprenticeships - 40.58%
Career development - 27.54%
Social and community enterprise initiatives - 48.70%
Tourism - 29.57%
Environmental and wildlife projects - 48.41%
Parks / open spaces - 41.45%

“The community fund should
be just that, for the local community
and the people that live in it. Funding
is tight, we all know that, but I
feel the community should be
given the opportunity to access a
wide variety of projects across all
ages.”
Sample opinion

Sports and recreation - 28.41%
Local events or festivals - 28.70%
Local heritage projects - 34.78%

Who should be eligible to apply?
The survey results indicate a clear preference
to support local voluntary and community
groups with funding through the CBF, with
over 88% - that’s almost 9 out of every 10
people surveyed - selecting this option. This
is followed by 75% in favour of supporting
local charities.

Funding for school and education facilities
was also well received (41%), as was
supporting projects being delivered by
Town, Parish and / or Community Councils
(39%). This was followed by a response
rate of 34% in favour of funding local
branches of larger National Charities.

National charities and statutory
organisations (e.g. Local Authorities)
received the lowest level of support both
being selected by only 22% of respondents.

Graph 4 - What types of group should be eligible to apply?

Maritime / coastal safety projects - 24.35%
School or education facilities - 41.07%
Town Councils or Community / Parish Councils - 39.29%
Statutory organisations - 22.92%
Local voluntary / community groups - 88.39%
National charities - 22.02%
Local branches of national charities - 34.23%
Local charities - 75.30%

“Charities are being cut from all sources
and statutory bodies always get the
first cut of any money. Please
support the charities and
voluntary organisations; they
do what they say on the tin.”
Sample opinion

“Please make sure that grass
roots community activities are
supported, not just what fits in
with Council strategy.”
Sample opinion

“The clue is on the title ‘community
benefit’, it should therefore be available
to local communities and
voluntary organisations, not
necessarily registered as a
charity but who strive for
the same outcomes.”
Sample opinion
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Should the CBF fund capital and / or revenue projects?

Should match funding be required?

The survey results show a very clear
preference for funding to be made
available for both capital and revenue
funding (77% of respondents).

When asked if groups applying to the CBF
should be required to secure other sources
of match funding for their projects, a clear
preference was shown by respondents.
Over half, 51% believe that match funding
should be required in some cases.

Graph 5 - Should the CBF support capital or revenue funding?

Capital only

Graph 7 - Should applicants be required to secure
match funding?
Yes in all cases

Revenue only

“Often people can find capital for
projects but have great difficulty for
revenue mainly paying wages. They
often have volunteers but are unable
to pay them, this funding
would enable people to
come of the job seekers
register and also find
meaningful employment.”

Both

Sample opinion

Yes in some cases

“Match funding is the curse of all
fundraising. Somebody somewhere has
to take the lead, accept that going alone
may be a risk and, at most, encourage
investees to seek other funding elsewhere.
Making the existence of match
funding a predominant
criterion for support negates
much of the value of the CBF.”

No

Sample opinion

What size of grants should be available?
Over 80% of respondents indicated that
the CBF should award medium grants in
the range of £5,000 and £50,000. Almost
65% of people surveyed supported a CBF

that awarded small grants between £500
and £5,000. Support for large projects
between £50,000 and £100,000 was lower
at 41% and lower still, 22%, for flagship

scale projects awarding grants of over
£100,000. The survey therefore clearly
shows that a lower level CBF is considered
to be the priority for the locality.

Respondents were able to provide additional
comments relating to what level of match
funding would be appropriate and in what
circumstances. As we would expect, the
feedback was varied (ranging from 5% 75% required) but some consistent themes
could be drawn.
The most popular response returned was

that a scale of match funding would be
the fairest approach. In simple terms, this
could be that smaller projects require a
lower contribution than larger schemes.

funding, type of organisation) are all taken
into account and the level of match funding
needed is tailored more specifically.

Many respondents favoured a more
complicated approach where many factors
(e.g. size of the project, level of grant
requested, type of project, other available

The respondents who favoured a more
prescriptive approach to match funding
where a specific level is required for all
projects, believed this level should be set
between 20% and 50%.

“In some cases, especially where
projects require a large capital
element, match funding should
be required to ensure the
sustainability and seriousness
with which the project is approached. The
percentage may vary, but around 30%
would not be unreasonable.”

“I think that different groups
have very different fundraising
abilities and opportunities. A
sliding scale for match funding
should be put into place so that
groups are not penalised just because
they are funding it difficult to raise other
funds.”

Sample opinion

Sample opinion

Graph 6 - What size of grants should be available?
Flagship projects (over £100,000) - 22.03%
“Projects under 10k should not
need match-funding. Anything
over £10k should require at
least 25% match funding from
other sources, with projects
over £50k requiring 40%.”

Large projects (£50,000 - £100,000) - 41.16%
Medium projects (£5,000 - £50,000) - 83.19%
Small projects (£500 - £5,000) - 64.06%

A recurring theme within respondent’s
comments was that the CBF should have
simple criteria, a straightforward application

“In order to benefit the whole community
I do not believe that applications
requesting over £30,000 should be
considered. Spread the money
over a wider population and over
a larger number of projects.”
Sample opinion

process and a quick and transparent
decision making process to ensure the
funding reaches the most deserving projects

“Simple application
procedure with short decision
making timescales.”
Sample opinion

Sample opinion

in a timely manner. The process should
not exclude smaller groups from applying
by being over-complicated.

“Filling in grant applications is a
laborious task and many smaller
organisations do not have
someone willing or with the time
to undertake this task, and
therefore miss out on funding, so the easier
it is to obtain a grant for smaller projects,
the better.”
Sample opinion

What happens next?
In early 2015, GrantScape will meet with
key stakeholders, including Local
Authorities and Voluntary and Community
infrastructure organisations, to discuss
the CBF in more detail.

GrantScape will also hold a series of local
public exhibitions to allow people to find
out more about the CBF. Further details
of these events will be circulated to all
contacts on GrantScape’s distribution list
and will also be posted on its website.

The CBF will be launched to applicants in
the Spring of 2015, and the first successful
applications will begin to receive funding by
approximately September / October 2015.

Contact us
To find out more about Burbo Bank Extension Offshore Wind Farm:
• Call the freephone Project information line on 0800 111 4478
(9am to 5pm, Mon-Fri, with an answer phone facility to take calls outside
of these hours)
• Email the enquiries address:
burbobankextension@dongenergy.co.uk
• Visit the website: www.burbobankextension.co.uk
Or contact the Community Liaison Officer Nikki Jones:
Call 07717 573330 or Email: community@burbo-ex.co.uk
To find out more about the Community Benefit Fund:
• Call: 01908 247634
• Email: burbobankextensionCBF@grantscape.org.uk
• Visit the website: www.grantscape.org.uk/bbecbf
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